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Press Release - For Immediate Release -

European ‘Globals’ go down a storm!

The moment many European radio professionals were waiting for finally arrived on Monday night (Nov 5th) in Barcelona when over 160 people witnessed the first Global Traffic Network European Radio Awards. 

The excitement was running high at the Hotel Arts where the awards were being held as part of the NAB European Radio Conference. Even the sighting of uber model Liz Hurley in the hotel elevators wasn’t enough to detract a room full of potential winners from the real prize of the evening – winning a ‘Global’.

Some of European radio’s ‘glitterati’ were present including EMAP’s Managing Director Radio Programming, Mark Story and Group Programme Director, Steve King; Lagardere’s Vice President Programing, Sam Zniber. Also present Russ Whithers, Chairman of the NAB Radio Division, John David; NAB's Executive Vice President of the Radio Department.
The evening was hosted by BBC broadcaster Jonathan Miles, whose camp delivery and refreshingly honest ad lib’s kept the audience entertained throughout the evening. 
Whist the nominations contained a heavy element of British entries, there were plenty of surprises with the eventual winners. Notable moments had to be the jumping for joy and punching the air from Romania’s Europa FM team on winning Best News Journalist / Team of the Year. Turkey’s Burc FM, Sedat Serkan Guray was clearly moved on accepting the award for Best Producer of the Year and Germany’s Stefan Nestler from Deutche Welle Radio was overcome after beating out UK rivals Radio City 96.7 for Best Sports Special. 
There were awards for other European countries also. Denmark’s Carsten Agerback from Radio SLR picked up the award for Best Radio Commercial; Slovakia’s Radio Expres collected Best Produced Promo and France picked up two awards also – Nelson Monfort of Radio Classique won Best Music Presenter whilst Radio FG won Best Radio Station Website.

Perhaps not surprisingly UK stations fared well at the awards. The UK radio industry has a strong culture for entering awards with stations taking advantage of the kudos gained from being nominated and/or winning. Emap's TFM Radio on Teeside was named European Station of the Year in the mid-range audience category (TSA between 300,000 to 1 million), while Coast 96.3 in North Wales, owned by GCap, won the smaller Station of the Year prize (TSA less than 300,000). And it wasn’t all about the big players. Gemini FM picked up Best Coverage of a Breaking News Story; Star FM Cambridge won the Community Award whilst Best Programmer went to Wave 105’s Dave Shearer. 
Also worth noting was student station Kube Radio, winners of the Best Internet Station who sent a team of 8 to the awards despite being all being non paid volunteers. This is the second win for Kube after picking up Gold in the New York Festival's for 'Best Online Radio'.
But the best moment of the evening came the ceremony’s biggest award, European Radio Station of the Year (TSA over 1 million). Nominees included the UK’s Heart 106.2 FM, Wave 105 and Radio City 96.7 and BG Radio Bulgaria. But against stiff competition, the trophy went to Russia’s Relax FM who were overcome with emotion after collecting their award.
“It was a fantastic evening.” Said Ian Carless, Managing Director, European Radio Awards. “It’s great to see the genuine excitement and joy, especially from the central European winners. I hope we can continue to build the awards into a showcase that truly rewards radio professionals for their hard work and dedication.” 
The evening might not have been on the scale of the Oscars but there’s no doubt that for all the radio professionals present that night and not just the winners, the awards reflected the passion, creativity and hard work that’s unmistakable in European radio.
- Ends -

About the European Radio Awards

The European Radio Awards is organized by Talkabout Media who were responsible for the International Radio Conference, Dubai. 

The company is also responsible for the Middle East Radio Awards and Asian Radio Awards. 

Talkabout Media has offices in Dubai, Singapore and the UK.
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